
 

EPHA Briefing: Human 
Rights, Fundamental 
Rights and Equal 
Treatment Legislation 
in Europe 
April 2014 





EPHA Briefing| Human Rights, Fundamental Rights and Equal Treatment  
Legislation in Europe  

 1 

Executive summary 

 

 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.osce.org/odihr
http://www.coe.int/aboutCoe/index.asp?page=quisommesnous&l=en
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=court&c=
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=035&CL=ENG
http://apps.who.int/gb/bd/PDF/bd47/EN/constitution-en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://www.who.int/hhr/activities/publications/en/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0389:0403:en:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+REPORT+A7-2013-0229+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+REPORT+A7-2013-0229+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/home.faces
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_7024/
http://fra.europa.eu/en/about-fra/what-we-do/areas-of-work
http://fra.europa.eu/en/about-fra/what-we-do/areas-of-work
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000L0043:en:HTML
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?checktexts=checkbox&val=237068
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/justice_freedom_security/combating_discrimination/em0008_en.htm
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/justice_freedom_security/combating_discrimination/em0008_en.htm
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Human Rights Day – 10 December 
 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted on 10 December 1948. 
The date has since served to mark Human Rights Day worldwide. 
The High Commissioner for Human Rights, as the main UN rights official, and their office play 
a major role in coordinating efforts for the yearly observance of Human Rights Day. 
 

Photo: United Nation Palace, Geneva © Ingmar Zahorsky 
 Source: Flickr 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/HighCommissioner.aspx
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http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx
../../../../Communication/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Downloads/Commission%20on%20Human%20Rights
../../../../Communication/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Downloads/Special%20Procedures%20of%20the%20Human%20Rights%20Council
../../../../Communication/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Downloads/Human%20Rights%20Council%20Complaint%20Procedure
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrc/index.htm
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cescr/pages/cescrindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CERD/Pages/CERDIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cedaw/pages/cedawindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cat/pages/catindex.aspx
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cat/opcat/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/index.htm
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/index.htm
../../../../Communication/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Downloads/Committee%20on%20the%20Rights%20of%20Persons%20with%20Disabilities
../../../../Communication/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Downloads/Committee%20on%20Enforced%20Disappearances
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CESCR.aspx
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/HighCommissioner.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/HumanRightsBodies.aspx
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http://conventions.coe.int/treaty/en/Treaties/Html/005.htm
http://www.oas.org/dil/treaties_B-32_American_Convention_on_Human_Rights.htm
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/charter_en.html
http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/enable/rights/convtexte.htm
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11 http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx 
12 http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf page 17 

EU Framework to promote, protect and monitor the CRPD 
As an example, under article 33(2) of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD), the EU is obliged to establish a framework, including one or more 
independent mechanism, with responsibility for promoting, protecting and monitoring the 
implementation of the CRPD. Therefore, the following bodies have been selected as part of 
that framework: 
European ombudsman 
European Parliament, Secretariat of the Committee on Petitions (PETI) 
European Commission 
Fundamental Rights Agency 
European Disability Forum (EDF) 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
 
Article 4  
1. In times of public emergency, where nations are seriously under threat, the States Parties to 
the present Covenant may take measures derogating them from their obligations to the extent 
strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not 
inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not involve 
discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin. 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf
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13 http://www.osce.org/odihr  
14 http://www.coe.int/aboutCoe/index.asp?page=quisommesnous&l=en  
15 http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=court&c  
16 http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/eng/Pages/search.aspx#{"documentcollectionid2":["GRANDCHAMBER","CHAMBER"]}  

Photo: European Court of Human Rights, Strasbourg 
 © Marcella Bona Source: Flickr 

http://www.osce.org/odihr
http://www.coe.int/aboutCoe/index.asp?page=quisommesnous&l=en
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=court&c=
http://www.osce.org/odihr
http://www.coe.int/aboutCoe/index.asp?page=quisommesnous&l=en
http://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=court&c
http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/sites/eng/Pages/search.aspx#{/
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http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/socialcharter/ecsr/ecsrdefault_EN.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/socialcharter/Presentation/CollectiveComplaintsBrochure2013_en.pdf
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/Commun/QueVoulezVous.asp?NT=035&CL=ENG
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/socialcharter/ecsr/ecsrdefault_EN.asp
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/socialcharter/Presentation/CollectiveComplaintsBrochure2013_en.pdf
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Human rights and Health 

                                                           

http://apps.who.int/gb/bd/PDF/bd47/EN/constitution-en.pdf
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Right to health in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ICESCR) 
 
Article 12  
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognise the right of everyone to the enjoyment of 
the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health 
2. To achieve full realisation of this right, States Parties need to take the following steps to meet 
expectations of the current Covenant: 
(a) The provision for the reduction of the still birth rate and of infant mortality and for the healthy 
development of the child; 
(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene; 
(c) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other diseases; 
(d) The creation of conditions which would assure access to all medical services and medical 
attention in the event of sickness. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G00/439/34/PDF/G0043934.pdf?OpenElement
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http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/CHR/resolutions/E-CN_4-RES-2002-31.doc
http://daccess-ods.un.org/TMP/5414355.99327087.html
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Welcomepage.aspx
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/E/CHR/resolutions/E-CN_4-RES-2002-31.doc
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/AnnualReports.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/CountryVisits.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/IndividualComplaints.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRBio.aspx
http://www.righttofood.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty/Pages/SRExtremePovertyIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/housing/pages/housingindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/children/pages/childrenindex.aspx
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http://www.who.int/hhr/activities/publications/en/
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2002/9241545690.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/hhr/activities/q_and_a/en/Health_and_Freedom_from_Discrimination_English_699KB.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/FactSheet35en.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/hhr/activities/en/FINAL-Migrants-English-June04.pdf
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/hq/2008/WHO_HR_PUB_08.05_eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/entity/hhr/news/en/cartoon_health.pdf
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2010/9241591145_eng_small.pdf
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2011/9789241564083_eng.pdf
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0047:0200:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0047:0200:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0047:0200:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0047:0200:EN:PDF
http://www.health-inequalities.eu/HEALTHEQUITY/EN/policies/health_in_all_policies/
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0047:0200:EN:PDF
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/glossary/subsidiarity_en.htm
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/glossary/proportionality_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2012/inequalities-and-multiple-discrimination-healthcare
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2013/factsheet-inequalities-and-multiple-discrimination-access-and-quality-healthcare
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/factsheet-inequalities-discrimination-healthcare_en.pdf
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Fundamental Rights in Europe 
 

 
 

                                                           

  

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/charter/pdf/text_en.pdf
http://www.jusline.eu/index.php?cpid=f92f99b766343e040d46fcd6b03d3ee8&lawid=30&paid=32
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2010:083:0389:0403:en:PDF
http://www.jusline.eu/index.php?cpid=f92f99b766343e040d46fcd6b03d3ee8&lawid=30&paid=32
http://www.jusline.eu/index.php?cpid=f92f99b766343e040d46fcd6b03d3ee8&lawid=30&paid=36
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57 http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf page 18 
58 European Commission (2010). 
59 http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/ 
60 http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf p 21-22 
61 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+REPORT+A7-2013-0229+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN 
62 http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/home.faces 

http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/index_en.htm
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:0573:FIN:en:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+REPORT+A7-2013-0229+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/home.faces
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63 http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf page 20 
64 http://infoportal.fra.europa.eu/InfoPortal/caselawFrontEndAccess.do?homePage=yes 

http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_7024/
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo2_7024/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007R0168:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32007R0168:EN:NOT
http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/2211-FRA-2012_Annual-Report-2011_EN.pdf
http://infoportal.fra.europa.eu/InfoPortal/caselawFrontEndAccess.do?homePage=yes
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65 http://fra.europa.eu/en/about-fra/what-we-do/areas-of-work  

http://fra.europa.eu/en/about-fra/what-we-do/areas-of-work
http://fra.europa.eu/en/about-fra/what-we-do/areas-of-work
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2012/widespread-roma-exclusion-persists-find-new-surveys
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http://fra.europa.eu/en/opinion/2012/fra-opinion-proposed-eu-data-protection-reform-package
http://fra.europa.eu/en/press-release/2013/eu-agency-fundamental-rights-fra-presents-its-annual-report
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000L0043:en:HTML
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70 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?checktexts=checkbox&val=237068 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:32000L0078:EN:NOT
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/Notice.do?checktexts=checkbox&val=237068
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Conclusion 

                                                           
71 http://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/files/library/richard-whittle-uropean-Directive.pdf  

http://disability-studies.leeds.ac.uk/files/library/richard-whittle-uropean-Directive.pdf
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http://www.era-comm.eu/oldoku/Adiskri/01_Overview/2011_04%20Chopin_EN.pdf
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/justice_freedom_security/combating_discrimination/em0008_en.htm
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http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/annual-report-2012-focus_en.pdf
http://cms.horus.be/files/99907/MediaArchive/MembersRoom/Fundamental_Rights_WG/20130422_letter_Art19_ChairOBriain.pdf
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