PRESS RELEASE | EPHA joins Europe-wide challenge to patent for Hepatitis C treatment
Brussels, 27 March 2017
The European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) is among 30 civil society organisations from 17 European
countries filing coordinated patent oppositions on Hepatitis C medicine Sofosbuvir with the European Patent
Office (EPO).
The development of highly effective new treatments for Hepatitis C has been accompanied by outcry from
patients and governments against exorbitant prices charged by the drug-makers. The patent for Sofosbuvir
the basis for Hep C treatments including Sovaldi® and Harvoni® is held by American pharmaceutical giant
Gilead. Patent-based monopolies and exclusivities encourage price-setting at extreme levels, such as the
average EUR55,000 Gilead charged per patient in Europe for a 12-week regimen, in contrast to production
costs estimated at less than EUR1 per pill.
For governments in Europe, the asking prices are either entirely unaffordable or force rationing to a very
limited number of patients at critical stages of the disease.
Patent opposition is a mechanism provided for in the European Patent Office rules, which can shorten the
duration of a patent or remove it, if validated. This can pave the way to restrict the monopolistic price setting
and to enable competition, including from generics.
EPHA President Archie Turnbull says,
to ensure that drug-makers play
by the rules. The successful first patent opposition launched by our member Médecins du Monde (MdM) in
precedent and is another step towards better access to medicines.
With this filing, we are questioning the grounds on which the patent was granted and we emphasize the
possible non-compliance with the current patentability criteria. It is no longer off-limits to discuss these
matters in Europe, particularly given the gravity of the access to medicines problems Europeans face
today.
Notes to Editors:
1) List of supporting organisations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

11 European Médecins du Monde chapters (MdM)
13 European Médecins Sans Frontières sections (MSF)
Access to Medicines Ireland (Ireland)
AIDES (France)
European Public Health Alliance (EPHA)
Just treatment (UK)
PRAKSIS (Greece)
Salud por Derecho (Spain)

2) Background information (available in French):
La procédure utilisée et les décisions prononcées par
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/fr/file/26092/download?token=OisB3wFl
The European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) is a change agent
-led
organisation, made up of public health NGOs, patient groups, health professionals, and disease groups working together to improve health and
strengthen the voice of public health in Europe. EPHA is a member of, among others, the Social Platform, the Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL),
and the Better Regulation Watchdog. http://www.epha.org/
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