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3 new opportunities for health in
European food and agricultural policies

1. The EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) will for the first time ever
include a specific objective on health.

2. EachEU country will have to prepare a national CAP strategic plan
explaining how the C A P 6bgctives, including on health, will be
Implemented Health actors should be involved in the preparationof
this national CAPstrategy

3. The‘Farm to Fork’ Strategy for sustainable food, to be publishedin
spring 2020 will guide the national implementation of the CAP The
‘* F anomF o r 8trategy aims to design a fair, healthy and
environmentally-friendly food system.




TheCommonAgriculturalPolicy(CAP)s the EuropeanUnion's(EU)oldest
andlargestpolicy.

The CAP impacts on many public health dimensions, including food
security, nutrition, air quality, antimicrobial resistance,climate change,

agrochemicalsise, biodiversity and multiple socioceconomicdimensions
(seee.g ).

Currently,the CAPis beingrevised In its , the CAP
will distribute at least 365 billion EUR, or nearly 30% of the EU budget.

Thenew CAPwiIll givelargeflexibility to nationalgovernmentso setrules
on how this money is spent, which will shape the human and

environmentalhealthimpactsof the policy.



https://epha.org/cap4health/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEMO_18_3974
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https://epha.org/cap4health-11-ways-to-deliver

1. A new CAP objective on health...

In its 2018 proposalto revisethe CAPthe EuropeanCommissionproposes
nine new objectivesfor the policy Oneof theseis anobjective on health:

G A Y LI rgsBonseof EUagricultureto societaldemandson food
and health, includingsafe,nutritious and sustainabldood, food waste,
aswellasanimalwelfare€

Article 6 (i) CAPStrategicPlansRequlation

This meansthat for the first time in its history, the CAP will have to
pursue health as one of its specific objectives.



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2018%3A392%3AFIN

... and other health-relevant objectives

At the same time, different othe cnuﬁ#ﬁf&ﬁfé Eﬁﬁ;ﬁ'ﬁ‘?ﬂ%m CHAN
CAP objectives, such as on
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environment, climate and soci¢ g .NmME g if.-_'}”".ﬂ,f““‘“”“
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important health co-benefits if THE9
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy/future-cap_en#keyaspects

2. The CAP strategic plan...

TherevisedCAPwill havea new way of working Governmentswill need
to design a national “CAP strategic plan”: a comprehensivand consistent

national CAPimplementationstrategy,basedon an assessmenbf needs
andsoundscientificanalysis

This national * C AsRategic p | agnhduld set specific targets and
Includea strategyto achievethesetargets,includingfor the objective
on food andhealth,but alsoother (environmentalhealth objectives

Article 95 andfurther CAPStrateqidPlansRequlation



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2018%3A392%3AFIN

...should involve health actors

Cruciallynational health authorities and civil society organisations will
need to be involved in the preparation of CAP implementation plans.

Go v er nme n tosganseapdrtndgrship “ w retevant public
authorities  a mreldvant bodies representing civil society

Article 94 CAP Strateqgic Plans Reqgulation



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2018%3A392%3AFIN

3. The Farm to Fork Strategy...

The EU Farm to Fork Strategyfor sustainablefood is expectedto be
publishedin Spring202Q Thisstrategyaims to design a fair, healthy and
environmentally-friendly food system.

It will amongothers. “striveto stimulatesustainabldood consumption
and promoteaffordablehealthyfoodfor all”.

EuropeanCommissionEuropeanGreenDeal



https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-european-green-deal_en

...Will set the tone for the CAP?

Amongits functions, the Farmto Fork Strategyis meant to shape the
preparation and implementation of national CAP strategic plans.

The Strategyshould help ensurethat “from the outset the national
strategic plansfor agriculture fully reflect the ambition of the Green
Dealandthe Farmto ForkStrategy.

EuropeanCommissionEuropeanGreenDeal



https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-european-green-deal_en

Health is more present
than ever in European
food & agricultural
policies.




The engagement of
health actors will be
critical to ensure these
policies deliver for

human and planetary
health.




Therefore, this survey seeks to:

1) Samplethe level of awarenessamongactorsin public
health of the developmentsin food and agricultural
policies

2)  Samplewhether healthactorsare beinginvolvedin the
preparationof national CAPstrategicplans

Resultswill be usedto recommendimproved strategiesfor
the involvementof key stakeholderan both EUand national
policy processesespeciallywith a view on the preparationof
CAPRstrategicplans




For any questions, pleaser refer to nikolai@epha.org
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