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Editorial

From vision to action: Antimicrobial Resistance — a pandemic silent
no more?

For years now, experts have been warning about a pandemic quietly spreading across
the globe due to misuse and overuse of antimicrobials. For years, EPHA, the AMR
Stakeholder Network, and the MEP Interest Group on AMR have been working to
raise awareness on the threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR), calling for it to be
higher on the political agenda, and for actions that tackle all One Health dimensions.

Recently, there have been a number of initiatives and developments at the EU level
that signal an increased attention dedicated to AMR. The restructuring of DG SANTE
spurs to mind. With a new Directorate for One Health, to feature AMR prominently,
this change is said to be profound and reflective of a new approach.

What is now crucial is that this momentum and attention are utilized to develop
concrete actions and implementation plans. Specific timelines, targets and policy
measures need to be agreed on to bring about meaningful change. Innovative
collaborations and approaches will be essential.

Meanwhile, a DG SANTE report published just days ago points to a lack of budgeting,
operational, monitoring and evaluation information in Member States’ One Health
AMR national action plans (NAPs). The same report confirms the negative impact that
COVID-19 has had on the fight against AMR and the limited actions regarding
environmental AMR. The guest article from the Bulgarian Association for Patients’
Rights Defence highlights the different challenges that member states from across the
EU face in tackling AMR, from resource availability to societal practices around use
and prescription of antibiotics.

With this year’s World Antimicrobial Awareness Week just behind us, we are now
looking ahead at what 2023 may bring us. Reflecting on the previous Swedish
Presidency of the Council of the EU, in 2009, which made antimicrobial development
a priority, we are hopeful that the upcoming Swedish presidency will provide an
opportunity to step up AMR efforts. We are also looking forward to the Commission’s



https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/sante/items/758726/en
https://epha.org/rapid-diagnostics-in-the-fight-against-antimicrobial-resistance-ers-and-value-dx-project-event-roundup/
https://health.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-11/amr_onehealth_naps_rep_en.pdf
https://epha.org/antibiotic-resistance-societal-trends-and-challenges-in-bulgaria/
https://epha.org/mepvsamr-messages-for-world-antimicrobial-awareness-week-2022/
https://www.oecd.org/health/health-systems/Averting-the-AMR-crisis-Policy-Brief-32-March-2019.PDF

proposal for Council Recommendation on AMR, scheduled to be adopted in the
upcoming months, together with the pharma legislative package.

Meanwhile, EPHA’s work will continue to reflect on the different facets of fighting AMR,
ranging from research priorities and incentives for new antibiotics, to animal farming
and the global dimension, and always highlighting the importance of One Health and
meaningful dialogue with civil society as part of the decision-making process.

Cristina Pricop

Junior Policy Manager for Global Public Health, EPHA
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Upcoming Events

Equal access to affordable medicines:
Global, EU and National voices

| W S December | 09:00 - 17:00 | Brussels

As the first edition after the pandemic, the Forum follows a period of increased
political attention for access to medicines, which have brought high expectations but
limited results in terms of equitable access to affordable medicines at global, EU and
national levels.
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Civil society calls upon the European Commission to
phase out domestic gas cooking appliances to protect
health
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Joint statement on the approval of the Resolution by the
European Parliament urging the European Commission
to launch an EU action plan to eradicate Roma
settlements by 2030
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ASPHER Working Group
EEHE Webinar "Health
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Dec 14, 14:00- 15:30 CET
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Study identifies gene
variants that reduce the
risk of developing diabetes
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Science and Technology in Childhood
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Metabolic profiles of ultra-processed food
consumption and their role in obesity risk in British

children

Higher consumption of ultra-processed foods (UPF) has
been associated with childhood obesity, but underlying
mechanisms remain unclear. We investigated plasma
nuclear magnetic resonance metabolic profiles of higher
UPF consumption and their role in obesity risk in the

British ALSPAC cohort.
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