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Editorial

A busy year for AMR – with much left to do…

As we move into December with the end of year holidays and the New Year
approaching, it is a good time to reflect on what has been achieved to combat
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) as well as what challenges should form the focus of
next year.

The year began with the kick-off meeting in Paris, launching the second EU Joint
Action on AMR – JAMRAI II. With a sizeable budget from the EU4Health programme
and substantive engagement of Member State Authorities, International agencies
relating to all aspects of the One Health Approach, as well as invited participants from
civil society, the meeting set the scene for how the joint action will aid the scaling up of
actions to combat AMR.

Overall progress across the EU continues, and efforts to combat AMR continue to
advance, with national strategies being drawn up and implementation efforts
commenced – albeit that this progress is all rather slower and more piecemeal than is
ideal.

The year also saw a scaling up of the recognition of the need to act at the highest
political level, which culminated in the High-level event on AMR as part of the United
Nations General Assembly. The fact that the topic made it to such a high-level political
and diplomatic stage was a milestone in the progress necessary to garner the political
will necessary if efforts to combat AMR globally are going to be sufficient.

However, while the recognition of the scale of the crisis that AMR presents is
increasingly understood at the highest political and diplomatic levels, the scale of the
response remains far below the recognised threat. The UNGA, therefore, highlighted
the scale of the task that remains to translate recognition of the challenge AMR poses
into effective action globally.

So what now for the future and the year ahead?

First off is the disruptive impact that the renewal of the European Commission may
have on EU AMR efforts. The scale of this impact may be mitigated by the inclusion of
AMR action within the mission letter for the Health Commissioner as well as the
topic's profile during Várhelyi’s confirmation hearings. But the shuffling of personnel
will inevitably cause a degree of weakened continuity for EC action on AMR.

So our collective challenge for the year ahead should be focused on ensuring delivery
and implementation. This is necessary at both the global level and for the EU. Global,
European, national, and local leaders now need to translate recognition of the need to
act on AMR into sufficient real policy change, allied to resource allocation and
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READ MORE

Find out more about the MEP Interest Group on Antimicrobial Resistance.
 

effective implementation. This will need all those active against AMR to come together
and collectively call for action throughout 2025.

Frazer Goodwin

Senior Advocacy Manager, EPHA

 

This Month's AMR Updates

READ MORE

The urgent need for a One Health approach
By Milka Sokolović, DG, EPHA

READ MORE

EPHA Statement at the UN high level meeting
on AMR at UNGA 79, New York
EPHA participated in the UN's High-Level Meeting on
Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) at the 79th General
Assembly.

EPHA supported the UN Declaration on AMR, urging
greater investment in public research prioritising
health over profit. They called for incentives for
innovative prevention, diagnosis, and treatment
strategies, emphasising a One Health approach and
stewardship in veterinary and agricultural practices.

WATCH HERE

Anti-Microbial Resistance Awareness week -
MEP Interest Group Statement
By Tiemo Wölken, Chair of MEP AMR Interest Group

https://epha.org/campaigns/amr-interest-group/
https://epha.org/about-us/people/
https://epha.org/the-necessity-for-a-one-health-approach/
https://epha.org/the-necessity-for-a-one-health-approach/
https://epha.org/epha-statement-at-the-un-high-level-meeting-on-amr-at-unga-79/
https://epha.org/epha-statement-at-the-un-high-level-meeting-on-amr-at-unga-79/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ize_ghuBu6I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ize_ghuBu6I


READ THE PROTOCOL

EPHA is proud to support the Zero Hidden Hunger EU Horizon Project, addressing the
micronutrient deficiencies impacting millions in Europe.

As part of this effort, we’ve released a research protocol to evaluate current public
health policies, uncover gaps, and identify barriers limiting their
effectiveness. This work will guide strategies to promote equitable access to nutrient-
rich diets and tackle the root causes of hidden hunger.
 

STAY UP TO DATE HERE

EPHA will soon launch an interview series with policymakers and researchers to
gather insights and bridge research with actionable policy solutions.
 

 

EPHA Updates

READ MORE

New paper proposes policy solutions to
address critical health impacts of gas
cooking
EPHA reveals how gas stoves harm health, causing
36,000 premature deaths annually and costing
Europe €143 billion. Switching to cleaner alternatives
is urgent.

READ MORE

Powering Health Equity: Integrating Health
for Effective Energy Poverty Policy
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Scoping review of
European studies on
health systems and
well-being economy

﻿READ MORE

Better Regulation for
Better Health
consultation project
– recommendations

﻿READ MORE

Political agreement
reached on new
Commission – EPHA
reaction

 

EPHA Events

FIND OUT MORE

Data-informed Health Policy Webinar
Summary
Did you miss EPHA's webinar on the role of high-
quality data in shaping effective public health
strategies?

Catch up with insights from civil society and research
experts by reading the event summary or watching the
recording online.

 

News From Members 
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European Cancer Organisation (ECO)

Pan-European Research Project Launched - Tackling
Inequalities in LGBTIQ Cancer Screening and Care

READ MORE

Association of
European Cancer
Leagues (ECL)
MEPs against cancer:
New leadership to
continue EU Parliament's
legacy

READ MORE

Association of
Schools of Public
Health in the
European Region
(ASPHER)
European climate resilient
health systems course

READ MORE

Safe Food Advocacy
Europe (SAFE) 
SAFE urges new EU
Commission to tackle food
labeling, contaminants,
UPFs, and inclusion
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European
Respiratory Society
(ERS)
Sign up for the ERS Lung
Science Conference 2025

READ MORE

EUROCAM
Discover the webinar
report on Promising
Research Horizons: The
TCIH’s Contribution to
Tackling AMR in Europe

READ MORE

IOGT-NTO
Say yes to a new joint
organisation!  IOGT-NTO,
UNF and Junis agreed to
merge

 

Other News

FIND OUT MORE

BDTI Skills Studio: Webinars, workshops &
online courses
The BDTI Skills Studio offers free workshops on
essential data skills, beginning in December until
January. Secure your spot below!
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